VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT 

SPECIALIZED EDUCATION FACILITIES

COSTS INVOLVED IN MEMBERSHIP AND ACCREDITATION

Please note that Membership in VAISEF is by organization or company, while VAISEF Accreditation is specific to each separately licensed facility or site. This means that Membership Dues will be assessed to the parent organization, while Accreditation Fees are assessed to each facility.

APPLICATION COSTS:
For Membership:

A $100 one-time, nonrefundable application fee must accompany each organization’s application. 

For Accreditation:
A $100 one-time, nonrefundable application fee must accompany each separately DOE licensed facility’s application (each Part C of the Membership & Accreditation Application).
SITE VISITS FEES:
For Membership:

Organizations applying for membership for the first time undergo a site-visit by a member of the Membership Recruitment Committee.  The travel expenses (including mileage, meals, and lodging) for that member (billed at the current IRS rate) are to be reimbursed by the facility upon receipt of an invoice from the VAISEF office.

For Accreditation:

Each facility seeking to be accredited will undergo a site-visit by a VAISEF team and will be charged one of the following rates. Please note that fees are per facility/site.



Day Schools with 1-25 students: $150

Residential Schools with 1-25 students: $300

Day Schools with 26-75 students: $200

Residential Schools with 26-75 students: $350

Day Schools with 76+ students: $250

Residential Schools with 76+ students: $400
Facilities are expected to arrange and pay for necessary lodging for up to four people for the duration of the site visit. Facilities will be invoiced by the VAISEF office to reimburse the VAISEF Site-Visit Team for meals and travel costs incurred (meal and travel expenses are not to exceed $750 per facility site-visit and mileage will be reimbursed at the current IRS rate). This will be discussed before the site-visit and costs estimated. The facility may provide meals and lodging on-site, when appropriate.  Meal expenses are not to exceed the following per diem amounts:



Breakfast



$8 per person



Lunch




$12 per person



Dinner




$20 per person

VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT 

SPECIALIZED EDUCATION FACILITIES

MEMBERSHIP DUES INFORMATION SHEET
All VAISEF Members will be billed on an annual basis for membership dues.  Dues invoices cover the fiscal year (October 1 through September 30).  Facilities that join the Association during the fiscal year will be billed for only the portion of the year that they were actually a member. VAISEF dues are based on members’ actual budgeted operating expenses and that calculation is explained on the two pages that follow.

VAISEF Membership dues are calculated on a member’s actual budgeted operating expenses multiplied by a set factor (currently .045%), with a minimum dues assessment of $500.

During the summer, all facilities are asked to supply the budget figure on which your dues will be calculated. Once we receive your budget figure, we will calculate the multiplying factor to determine your dues for the upcoming fiscal year and complete our association budget estimates.  You will receive your actual dues invoice for the current fiscal year in late Fall/early Winter.

What is “budgeted operating expenses”?

The most official answer is supplied by our accounting firm, as follows:

Budgeted operating expenses are considered as those expenses incurred in connection with the operation of the facility in Virginia.  Operating expenses shall not be deemed to include any expenditure for capital improvements (including capital asset renewal fund items and depreciation expenses) to the structure or building system maintenance contracts for major repairs or replacements of building systems used for the facility.  Operating expenses shall include the expense of salaries and benefits for all employees hired and paid to perform services exclusively at or in connection with the facility.

On what entity will we be assessed?

Membership in the association requires that the facility or corporate entity seeking membership offer a specialized educational program that is licensed by the State Department of Education and/or other appropriate state agency.  Therefore dues will be assessed as a percentage of the organization’s operating budget devoted to youth served by the educational program and/or related services offered by the facility/corporate entity identified on the membership application.

From what time period will you seek “budgeted operating expenses”?

We are seeking this figure from your most recently completed fiscal year.  If your most recent completed fiscal year ended December 31, 2011, then we will base your 2012-2013 dues on the actual operating expenses figure from that year.  
What is magic about .045%?

There is no magic to that factor.  Based on the previous surveys conducted by the Ways and Means Committee and comparing each member’s previous dues payments to their operating expenses, .045% was about the average that VAISEF dues compared to operating expenses in our member facilities.  It should be noted that .045% is not set in stone.  If, as a result of the response we get back from members to this survey, it is shown that facilities are suddenly underestimating their budgeted operating expenses as compared to previous surveys, the Board will have to revisit the factor to make sure dues income remains at a stable level.

How do I do the math?

As an example, if your actual budgeted operating expenses for the last fiscal year were $2,000,000 then you would multiply that amount by .00045 as shown below:

  2,000,000

X    .00045

        $900 dues to VAISEF

Again, you should remember that the minimum amount of dues will be $500 regardless of your operating expenses.
VCPE Dues

As a member of VAISEF, your organization will also be a member of the Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE). VCPE is recognized by the Commonwealth of Virginia as the organization that approves the accrediting process for private schools in Virginia. VAISEF pays association dues to VCPE, but VCPE also charges individual school dues starting at about $100 and increasing based on enrollment (most VAISEF schools are assessed between $100 to $400). This individual school dues charge will be included on your VAISEF dues invoice and is payable to VAISEF concurrently with your VAISEF dues.

Please contact the VAISEF office with any questions regarding fees or costs involved with Membership and Accreditation.
VAISEF

919 East Main Street
Suite 1150
Richmond, Virginia 23219
Phone: (804) 643-2776

Fax: (866) 232-0034

Email: kids@vaisef.org
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