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Special Education Instructional 
Services 
 
The Office of Special Education Instructional Services 
provides overall leadership and technical assistance to 
programs for children and youth with high-incidence 
disabilities: emotional disabilities, learning disabilities, other 
health impairments including attention deficit disorder and 
speech-language impairments.  Additionally, leadership is 
provided in the areas of early childhood, adolescent 
literacy, secondary transition and special education for 
youth incarcerated in local and regional jails. This Office 
manages the state's Training and Technical Assistance 
Center system (TTAC) and provides professional 
development for special education leaders. 
 
 
 
 

 



For information, programs and 
services offered by this office, see:  
 

� IEPs & Instructional Services  
� Specific Disabilities  
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Leadership 
The Virginia Department of  Education 

(VDOE) provides free resources that all 
teachers should have available to them.   

 
Information about the access and use of  

these state resources, in addition to the 
local resources should be shared. 
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Using the VDOE website- 
Homepage 
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Special Education Pages 
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Instruction: Reading & Mathematics  
Achievement Goals 

By 2017 students with disabilities, grades 3-7 
& high school, will reach the “All Students” 
proficiency objective. 

 
2014 Starting Points: 
§ Reading: 36 point performance gap 
§ Mathematics: 24 point performance gap  
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Closing the Reading & Writing  
Achievement Gap 

Reading	  Annual	  Measurable	  Objec3ves	  

Accountability	  Year	   2012-‐2013	   2013-‐2014	   2014-‐2015	   2015-‐2016	   2016-‐2017	   2017-‐2018	  

Assessment	  Year	   2011-‐2012	   2012-‐2013	   2013-‐2014	   2014-‐2015	   2015-‐2016	   2016-‐2017	  

All	  Students	   85	  
66	  	  	  
new	  test	  	  
baseline	  

69	   72	   75	   78	  

Proficiency	  Gap	  
Group	  1	   76	   52	   59	   65	   72	  

	  	  
	  	  
	  
78	  

Proficiency	  Gap	  
Group	  2	  (Black	  
Students)	  

76	   49	   57	   64	   71	  

Proficiency	  Gap	  
Group	  3	  (Hispanic	  
Students)	  

80	   53	   60	   66	   72	  

Students	  with	  
DisabiliHes	   59	   30	   42	   54	   66	  

LEP	  Students	   76	   44	   52	   61	   69	  

Economically	  
Disadvantaged	  
Students	  

76	   52	   59	   65	   72	  

White	  Students	   90	   74	   75	   76	   77	  

Asian	  Students	   92	   80	   ConHnuous	  Progress	  

Reading Goal: 48 points in 6 years   

2014 Starting point gap =   36 points  



 
 Reading & Writing Instruction 
    

   All special education teachers should 
know how to find and use the resources 
that support the implementation of  the 
English Standards of  Learning (SOL). 
These resources are available at VDOE’s 
Web site.  There is a narrated version 
explaining how to find and use these 
resources on VDOE’s TeacherDirect Web 
site. 
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Instructional Resources 
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 Reading & Writing Interventions 

 Ø  Use explicit, systematic instruction 

Ø  Be creative in the scheduling of  staff  and students 

Ø  Find  the time for the specialized instruction 

Ø  Use research-based strategies- Recommendations include: 

§        Writing- University of  Kansas Writing strategies 
§        Reading- Multi-sensory approach to reading remediation  

  These approaches can be taught in any classroom regular or special, 
elementary or secondary level with age and grade appropriate grade level 
content. They are aligned with SOL. 

Ø  Consider assistive technology-digital text, alternate formats, speech to 
text and text to speech, etc. 

Ø  Inclusion does not replace or override specialized instruction - must 
address areas of  need in the IEP, including frequency, duration and 
instructional setting. 
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Reading Priorities: What to Look For 
Adapted from the English VDOE School Improvement presentation 

 
 

Elementary English 
 
•  Integration of  all strands of  English 

(Reading and Writing should only be 
separated when necessary)  

•  Research  and media literacy should 
be done on an ongoing and regular 
basis beginning at fourth grade  

•  Use of  Paired Passages (fiction/
nonfiction)  

•  Emphasis of  nonfiction reading 
strategies  

•  Text-dependent questions  
•  Vocabulary study (text-based, 

phoneme-based, morpheme-based)  
•  Focus on building 21st century skills  
•  Thinking-Enhanced-Items (TEI)  
•  Use of  VDOE SOL Resources  
•  Project-based learning incorporates all 

strands of  English SOL  

 

Secondary English 
 
•  Integration of  all strands of  English- 

Reading and Writing should NOT be 
separated  

•  Research- should be done on an 
ongoing and regular basis  

•  Use of  Paired Passages (fiction/
nonfiction)  

•  Emphasis of  nonfiction reading 
strategies  

•  Text- dependent questions  
•  Text-based vocabulary study  
•  Research components  
•  Incorporation of  media literacy  
•  Focus on building 21st century skills  
•  Thinking-Enhanced-Items (TEI)  
•  Use of  VDOE SOL Resources  
•  Project-based learning incorporates all 

strands of  English SOL  
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Closing the Mathematics Achievement Gap 

Mathema3cs	  Annual	  Measurable	  Objec3ves	  
Accountabilit

y	  Year	   2012-‐2013	   2013-‐2014	   2014-‐2015	   2015-‐2016	   2016-‐2017	   2017-‐2018	  

Assessment	  
Year	   2011-‐2012	   2012-‐2013	   2013-‐2014	   2014-‐2015	   2015-‐2016	   2016-‐2017	  

All	  Students	   61	   64	   66	   68	   70	   73	  

Proficiency	  
Gap	  Group	  1	   47	   52	   57	   63	   68	  

	  	  
	  	  
	  
73	  

Proficiency	  
Gap	  Group	  2	  
(Black	  
Students)	  

45	   51	   56	   62	   67	  

Proficiency	  
Gap	  Group	  3	  
(Hispanic	  
Students)	  

52	   56	   60	   65	   69	  

Students	  with	  
DisabiliHes	   33	   41	   49	   57	   65	  

LEP	  Students	   39	   46	   53	   59	   66	  

Economically	  
Disadvantage
d	  Students	  

47	   52	   57	   63	   68	  

White	  
Students	   68	   69	   70	   71	   72	  

Asian	  
Students	   82	  

Math Goal: 40 points in 6 years   

2014 Starting point gap = 24 points  



 
 Mathematics Instruction 

   
   All special education teachers should 

know how to find and use the resources 
that support the implementation of  the 
mathematics Standards of  Learning 
(SOL). These resources are available at 
VDOE’s Web site.  There is a narrated 
version explaining how to find and use 
these resources on VDOE’s TeacherDirect 
Web site. 
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Mathematics Instruction 



Mathematics Instructional Resources 
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Mathematics Instructional Videos 
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Mathematics Vocabulary  
Word Wall Cards 



Mathematics Interventions 
Ø Teach students using explicit instruction on a regular basis. 
Ø Teach students using multiple instructional examples. 
Ø Have students verbalize decisions and solutions to a math 

problem. 
Ø Teach students to visually represent the information in the 

math problem. 
Ø Teach students to solve problems using multiple/heuristic 

strategies. 
Ø  Provide ongoing formative assessment data and feedback to 

teachers. 
Ø  Provide peer-assisted instruction to students. 
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ASOL Instructional Resources 
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ASOL at  
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Graduation for College & 
Career Ready:  Diploma Options 
   

   All special education teachers should 
know   how to find and use the resources 
that support and help students and 
families plan for graduation and 
postsecondary education, training, and 
employment.   
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Virginia Tiered System of  Supports  

 
Ø   
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Special Ed. Instructional Services 
Staff and Contact Information 
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Abrams,	  Dr.	  Patricia	  C.	  	   Director	   804-‐225-‐2707	  

Council,	  Wanda	  	   Spec.-‐Deaf/HI,	  Blind/VI	  &	  Deaf-‐
Blind	   804-‐371-‐4059	  

Ireland,	  Marie	  	   Spec.-‐Speech-‐Language	  
Impairment,	  Eligibility	  	   804-‐786-‐9775	  

Mondak,	  Phyllis	  	   Specialist	  -‐	  Early	  Childhood	   804-‐225-‐2675	  

Harrison,	  Ellen	  	   Specialist	  -‐	  EmoHonal	  
DisabiliHes	   804-‐225-‐2709	  

Johnson,	  Deborah	  	   Specialist	  -‐	  Intellectual	  
DisabiliHes	   804-‐371-‐2725	  

Lee,	  Dr.	  Teresa	  	   Specialist-‐Learning	  DisabiliHes,	  
A[en.	  Disorders	   804-‐371-‐8283	  

Johnson,	  Dorothy	  	   Support	  Staff	   804-‐225-‐2066	  

Smydra,	  Erin	  	   Spec.-‐AuHsm/Intellectual	  Dis./
AssisHve	  Techn.	   804-‐371-‐7421	  


